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Septe 16, 1959 TELEGRAM 

BROWN PRESBYTERIAN MISSION KWANGJU 

YOUR LETTER RECEIVED TOO LATE TO WRITE BUT REGARDING RETREA! STATEMENT MUST 

CALL YOUR ATTENTION TO INACCURACY NOTED PY KEITH CRIM ON LAST TWO LIVES OF 

FIRST PAGE OF TRANSLATION CIRCULATED BY ME STOP UNITARIAN CHURCH AS PROPER 

NAME SHOULD NOT BE INCLUDED STOP AFTER STATEMENT Ri REFORMED FAITH AND 
CALVINS THEOLOGY IN PARAGRAPH THREE OF PAGE THREE FOR YOU TO REMAIN SILENT 

IS TG ADMIT APOSTACY OF YOUR HO\® CHURCH STOP SUGGEST WO EFFORT To REFUTE 

MISSTATEMEN’S IN DETAIL BUT THAT YOUR MISSION DISASSOCIATE LTSEL¥ PUBLICLY FRO 

THE DOCUMENT REPUDIATE ITS SPIRIT AND ATTITUDE WHICH DERIVE FROM MCINTYRIS? 
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AGREEMENT 

Presbyterian Church in Koree hes srown greatly by the srace ofGod. 

There cennot be found in the history of World Missions such great devel- 

ion is found in Churen in io) i @) 4 
w) | ct © Mt, Ss wor as the Presbyterian oreé. 

split of the General Assembly of the Presbyterien Church in 

1959, one million Christians have been praying for the unity 

of the Cenerel Assembly. The two Generel Assemblies selected e Unity 

Committee to work toward the umity of the two reenerel essemblies, and 

A 7 tT 
extended the General Assembly. e thenk Cod that in His Providence, the 

union of the two General Assemblies seems to be becoming a realif£y. 

The Unity Committee discussed many times concerning the problems of 

unity, and ersreed on the following articles by the actine erace of the 

Holy Spirit. “le believe that the Presbyterian Church in orea will achievé 

the unity of the two general Assemblies, and restore its position as the 

lergest church in oreas. The duty of the Church is to evanelize the nation 

eople of the nation eccordinge to the Christian way 

"of life. 

Principles 

(1) 

or Unity; 

We 

of 

would 

Faith, 
the genuine Biblical faith, the Problem of Theology: 
orthodox theology of C-lvinism. Westminster Confession 

eep 
end 

(2) Union Movement: modern 
Churches “fuk in eccordange, 

of redical “Gernism 
fore, the Union movement between 
the basis of evangelical positions 

We realize that the ecumenical moyement . ¢ of 

the will of God, but, thet—4 eology 
spit of the churches. There- 

Cus denominations should be done on 

Be About WC. Wee’ The two Genersi Assemblies both recornize evgcein 

the fact of withdrawine from the World Council of Churches, and 
are sendins any official letter of withdrawal of membership, 

and do not plan to send representetives to the oreanizetions 
directly wnder the World Council of Churches. 
About _.N.C.C.: Our Generel Assembly would try to reorgsnize 
the National Council of Churches eccording to the numbership of 
the denominations, end to reform the N.C.C. on the basis of 
evangelical finencial independeence end self-support for two 
yeers. If it fails, our General Assembly should withdrew from 
the 

About the Missionary: “e than God that the missionaries established 
our churches and supperted them, and continue to have reletionships 

ae 

woya 
eNeVevse 

(3) 



and fellowship with them. Our Church, which has grown in the past 
&O years, has the structure of selif-support, We as that the mission- 

esries, understaba ebd cooperate with the establishment of structure of 
an indevendent church. 

a. All fMissioneries should vow eccording to the creed of our Church , 
and either bring the membership of their own presbyteries into 
our Generel Assembly, or be members of our Church without vote, 
They should freely choose the former or the latter. 

b. It is a principle that the money from Mission support should be 
trensmited to the General Assembly. The General Assembly should 
use these funds in order not to interfere with the spirit of 
self-support of the orean Church. 

(4) About the Theological Seminary: The new Board of Directors should 
be compossed of representatives of both General A: sembliea, and reer- 
panize the faculty to include the same unmber of feculty members from 
each Seminary. The members of the Board of Directors. anc the pro- 

fessors should vow the articles which will be made according to the first 
article of rrénciples abpve. 

Unity Committee 

of 
General Assemblies of the 

Presbyterian Church in orea 

Tai Cnoon Lee “han Soo Lee 
Du “then Na Chin Hyun Ro 
sanz eun Lee Tong Sup Par 

(ta ine the place no 

of you O Chung) 

Januery 24, 1968 
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AGREEMENT 
The Presbyterian Church in Korea has grown greatly by the Grace of God, 
There cannot be found in the history of world missions euch unparalleled 
development of Mission work as is found in the Presbyterian Church in Korea, 
fince the schism of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in 1959, 
1,000,000 Christians have been praying with ardent tearful prayers for the 
reunion of the General Assembly, The two General Assemblies each selected a 
Reunion Committeé at their last General Assembly meeting. To work toward 
reunion instead of adjourning each of the Assemblies recessed. We thank God 

that in His providence the reunion of the two General fssemblies seems to 
be becoming a reality. 

We, the Reunion Committee, have assembled several times to discuss the 
problems of reunion for which we offer our thanks to Him, 

We firmly believe thet based on these principles of reunion the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea will accomplish its mission and activities so that it may 
recover its dignity as the big brother of the Korean Churches and thus 
regenerate great revival and evangelistic movement based upon a sound 
foundation of the Gospel, indeed the inherent and rudimental profile of 
our Church and the life generating course of the nation, 

Principles of Reunion 

Article I Theology Question 

We should keep the genuine Biblical faith end firmly hold to the westminster 
Confession of Faith end to Calvinictic orthodox theology, 

Article ET: Cooperative Movement 

We realize the Will of God is in the cooperative movements now charactcrizi ng 
contemporary churches, /t the same time, in view of salient facts brought 
up by a radical leftist tendency in theology among some of the cooperative 
movements, we feel that there are some activities causing the collapse of the church from inside. Such being the real cese we firmly believe that 
the cooperative movements among denominations should be ultimately based 
and activated upon the rudimental foundation of the Gospel, 

a) Reletionship with W.C.C, We reaffirm our present status that both General /ssemblies have withdrawn from the WeC.C. Furthermore, as soon as the reunion has been effected we should send @ notice of our withdrawal from the W.C.C, and discontinue Sending delegates to organizations directly belonging to the W.C,C, 

vb) _Relationshi¢ with K.N.C.C. We should reorganize the Korea National Christian Council (according to the proportion of the number of churches) so thet we may do our best to have it be evangelistic, independent, and self-supporting end we should withdraw from the seme two years later if the said aim has not been 2ccomplished, 



Agreement 
Principles of Reunion aes 

Article TET, Relationship with the Missions 

We give thanks to those different Missions which have been established and 
given cooperative assistance to our Church, We should keep the historicel 
ties and intimate friendship with them, At the same time, having passed 
the 80th anniversary of missionary endeavors, our Church mus* acccr lisa 2 
self~supporting system for which we ask the understanding anc coopurative 
assistence:on the part of the Missions, 

e) £11 missionary co-workers ghati take an oeth in eccordance with the 

Creed of our Church. They cm take either of two steps eccording to their 
choice, They will either transfer their membership from their home Church 

to the Korean Church or will be "voice" members of the Korean Church, 

b) It is a princip le that the money from Mission support should be trans= 
mitted to the General fssembly. The General Assembly should use these funds 
in order not to curb the spirit of self~support of the Korean Church, 

Article IV Theological Seminery Question 

The new Board of Directors shall be composed of the same number of Directors 
(7 each) selected from both sides, This Board of Directors shal reorganize 
the Theological Seminary appointing the same number of professors from both 
sides and the Directors end Professors ghall take an oath (a*fidavit) in 
accordance with frticle I of this Agreement, 

Signed, 

Reunion Committee of the 
Generel Assemblies of the Presbyterien Church in Korea 

Tai Joon Lee Wan Soo Lee 
Duk Whan Noh Chin Hyun Lo 
Seng Keun Lee Tong Suk Perk 

(taking the place of 
Kyu Oh Chung) 

Januery 24, 1968 

This unofficial transletion prepared in the Office of the Commission 
Representative, United Presbyterian Church, Seoul, Korea, 

OT _ESCS~S~S<S*~SE RS ee 



STATEMENT BY THE THASE uses : ( 9 February 1968 

1, we have alvers preyed for epiritusl and orgenie reunion of the Proehyterian 

Churches of Korea, and weloome the present endeavor to reanite 2 of these Churches. 

2, We realize this is a matter for the Korean Cyurnh to cacide for itself and we 

will not interfere at all in thes mcvenent, 

3. The 3 aissione express their whelcheartad desire to cogperate with the Catan 

gn Ey oii Bie Chee 

Pyaebyterian Church of Keren. Wa point out that the palicy of the 3 Secrds is to 

tobleac fi in hid Oman wale nnken the brig, 4 XE, 

enter into agreements with nakdonad-Chaurche A Se tae SRROR Epes wt tk 

sikh bls ig ini im the case of 
je) eee 

ay : 
Korea this is spelled out\in the Mutual Agreement aid wapledented torough the 

Generel Assembly Department of Coonmresive Work. meen 

‘Telations mst setinas to be worked ont-n-coasultations tetegon rapresesbat 

wuts a 4 tae = het See a ber! +4. Py 2 a: ) 

9 j 

ho We pray that Goé may continue to work ty Mie Holy Geirit te bring about a 

beanton for His Slory. 

hee Be ae 



STATEMENT ADOPTED BY THE AD INTERIM COMMITTEE OF THE 
KOREA MISSION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH , U. 3S. 

1. The Ad Interim Committee of the Korea Mission of the Presby- 
terian Church U. S. welcomes the proposed union of the two 
Presbyterian General Assemblies and thanks God for the progress 
which has been made. 

2. Above all, we desire all to know that it is unthinkable 
that our Mission in any way hinder the reunion of the Presby- 
terian Church of Korea. 

3. Our mission expresses its wholehearted desire.to cooperate 
with the autonomous Presbyterian Church of Korea with the under- 
standing that matters affecting mission-church relationships 
are negotiated with our Board of World Missions. 

4, We pray that God may continue to work by His Holy Spirit to 
bring about this reunion for His glory. 

Taejon, Korea 
February 7, 1968 
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Meas 
A CHURCH WITHOUT A HOME : 

In Taegu, South Korea, there are two Christian congregations which go by the 

name Westgate Presbyterian Church. Not long ago they were one, a strong, thriving 

Christian community of approximately 3,000 members. This Church constituted the 

second largest Christian congregation in Korea. Located in Korea’‘s third largest city 

(Taegu's population is approximately 650,000) the strategic importance of this congre- 

gation for the impact of the Christian faith in that war-torn land cannot be understated. 

Church meetings such as Presbytery, Synod and General Assembly were often held in 

the Westgate Church. She was lookedénationally as well as in and around the Taegu area 

asi leading light of the Church. 

In unsettled, post-war Korea, the Church was very susceptible to suspicions and 

division. The Korean counterpart of several American Protestant denominations were 

split with harsh cleavage that greatly impaired their witness to the historic Christian 

Faith. The Presbyterian Church and with it the Westgate congregation were not immune 

to this disaster. 

In 1951, the Koryu Presbyterian Church seceded from the Presbyterian Church in 

Korea, charging that the parent body was too liberal, too ecumenical, and too 

tainted with Shinto collaborationism. Ministers guilty of compromise had been 

censured by the General Assembly, and removed from their pulpits for two months 

of penance and repentance, but this did not satisfy the purests. Collaborators, 

they said, are permanently unfit for Church leadership, no matter how they repent. 

To this local issue was added an imported devicive factor. The dissidents were 

supported by fundamentalist mission bodies, related to Orthodox and Bible Presby- 

terian schisms in America, which were all to eager to accuse other Presbyterians 

of liberalism. 

By way of contrast, the Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea separated 

from the parent body in 1954, charging that it was too conservative. Technically, 

the issue in dispute was the authority of the General Assembly over two Presby- 

terian Theological Seminaries, one considered conservative, and the other 

(now called the Hankuk Seminary) charged with being liberal. In the opinion of 

the General Assembly, the rivalry between the two Seminaries was dividing the 

Church. So therefore, it ordered both of them to close and propose to open a 

new Seminary under its own authority in order to unite the Church. But the 

Hankuk Seminary, fearing the conservative majority in the Assembly, refused to 

obey, and its leaders were excommunicated, organizing themselves into the 

Presbyterian Church in the R.O.K., as distinct from the Presbyterian Church in 

Korea. They are in close fellowship with the United Church of Canada. 

In 1959, occurred the most virulent schism of all. Presbyterians watched in 

anguish at the Presbyterian Church in Korea (Old Assembly), still one of the 

largest Christian bodies in Asia, despite its earthly division, split again into 

two fighting factions and two rival assemblies. The division was caused by a : 

minority clique of dissidents who preferred to split the church than to remain and 

face charges of misc nduct. They were enthusiastically supported by that "Apostle 

pt discord” Dr. McIntyre, a. professional schismatic, who has three times 

split his own church in America, fighting and shouting the dissidents withdrew 

——. 



to form the Anti-Ecumenical Assembly that accused Missionaries and Korean 

Christian leaders of heresy, pro-Communism, and Ecclesiastical vaticanism. 

An attempt by this group to join forces with the earlier fundamentalists (the 

Koryu Presbyterian Church) in a reunited Anti-Ecumenical Assembly has been 

partially successful, but the uneasy union is unfortunately also further splintered 

the Right Wing groups. 

Presbyterianism in Korea therefore, is now a confusing mosaic of the following 

denominations. (The rough guess is the total number of adherents in each body): 

(Ecumenical) Presbyterian Church in Korea 375,000 

The Reunited Anti-Ecumenical Assembly 220,000 

Presbyterian Church in R.O.K. 114,000 

Continuing Koryu Presbyterian Church 66,000 

seeeecee Protestants are hurt and bewildered at the spectacle of so much division 

in so short a time in a church signally blessed by the marks of growth and spiritual 

strength. Why, after 65 years of harmony and cooperation in the great task of 

winning Korea for Christ, have the churches been devastated by a decade of division? 

Some blame it on war...Some blame the West for the major factors contributing to 

the divisions...Western ecumenical rivalries were a further troubling element as 

The World Council of Churches, The National Association of Evangelical, and Dr. 

MclIntyre's belligerent little International Council of Christian Churches competed 

for recognition in Korea. Western Missions in Korea, it is asserted, had too much 

of a narrow oneness in their theological emphases, and had failed to prepare Korea 

for the sharp impact of new ideas from the criticism of more liberal interpretation 

of the Christian faith. On the other hand, still others blamed the divisions not on 

the West, but on national Korean character traits - fierce regional loyalty, faction- 

alism, that are as old as Korea's dynasties, and a national fondness for political 

maneuvering which is the despair of the country's best friends. 

Whatever the complex of reasons may have been, for the shattering fragmentation 

of the denominations in Korea, it ill becomes Christians (in this) country...to sit 

in judgment on division in Korea. Nor should Western Churches have been quite so 

surprised at the tragic developments. After all, division after persecution is a 

pattern...almost as old as the Christian Church itself. * 

*(The above taken from the Christians of Korea, by Samuel Hugh Moffett, Ph.D. 

Friendship Press, pg. 114, ff) 

The pro-ecumenical United Presbyterian Church finds itself on middle ground among the 

several churches. At presentthere are harshly drawn lines of demarcation, but when circum- 

stances are altered in the direction of more amiable realtionships it will be the United 

Presbyterian Church which will provide common ground for renewed relationships. When 

Dr. McIntyre visited Korea in 1959, he had meetings in virtually all of the large cities, 

at which he told the leaders of the unsettled Korean Church, that the United Presbyterian 

Church accepts Communism and that United Presbyterian ministers are all " Liberalists"' 

and that "No salvation is to be found in the United Presbyterian Church". 



Some pastors misunderstood "Ecumenical". They were led to think that the term 

referred to another denomination such as Presbyterian, Methodist, etc., and were 

also made to believe that the ecumenical church accepted Communism. In the 

schism which followed, Kyungbuk Presbytery in which the Taegu Westgate Church is 

located was also split. Unfortunately, all of the officers of the Presbytery, except 

the Treasurer, joined the McIntyre - inspired groups. However, approximately 60% of 

the churches in the Presbytery remained with the parent body. The dissenting Church 

realized that it was extremely important to convince larger and more influential churches 

of their point of view in order that they might have a focal point for their activity and a 

highly respected precedent for their point of view. 

The dissidents concentrated on Westgate Church, and visited church leaders and 

members to convince them of their point of view. At a meeting of the Ruling Elders of 

the Westgate congregation, it was decided to remain in the United Church by a vote of 

13 to 9, but Paster Lee, ignoring the normal channels of decision making in the church, 

announced that the congregation had alined itself with the McIntyre group. Therefore, 

the elders decided to dismiss him and asked the Presbytery for a new pastor. Now, 

with two pastors claiming the ministerial leadership of the congregation, the split was 

complete. The dissenting group under Pastor Lee, and nine elders numbered approxi- 

mately 2,400. The continuing church under the new pastor, Mr. Kim, and 1% of the 

original elders, had a congregation of 600 persons who continue to express their faith 

in the former United Presbyterian Church, and the ecumenical point of view. 

Pastor Lee demanded that the "ecumenicals" leave the church facilities and they 

surrounded the church with a picket line, physically barring the United Church members 

oa entering the sanctuary. Finally the pro-ecumenical portion of the church borrowed 

an auditorium from a local mission school, and began to hold its regular worship there. 

The pro-ecumenical congregation endeavored to regain the use of the church building 

through legal procedures, A suit was brought to the court in August of 1960, but the 

local court and later the supreme court made verdicts in favor of the McIntyre group. 

The technicality on which the ruling was based was that since the majority of the officers 

of the original Presbytery were now in the dissenting church, and with them, the seal 

of the church, the legal ownership of the church building rested with them. The pro- 

ecumenical congregation has continued to use the facilities of the school auditorium 

since their removal from their former church building. With hope of regaining use of the 

original building gone, and consideration of merger out of the question for the fore- 

seeable future, no alternative remains but to secure a new home for what remains as the 

Westgate United Presbyterian Church congregation. 



It is a matter of top priority that a continuing United Westgate Presbyterian congre- 

gation again be a church with a home. Because of size and geographical location, it is 

not feasible to merge the Westgate Church with one of the other United Presbyterian 

Churches in Taegu. A new church building is therefore needed, but not only as a place 

where the Westgate congregation may gather for worship. The Westgate Church has a 

special realtionship with three campuses and the large Taegu Presbyterian Hospital. 

Keisung Boys High School and Shinmyung Girls High School are in the neighborhood 

where most of the members of Westgate Church reside, and Keimyung Christian 

College staff and students are an integral part of the congregation. Taegu Presby- 

terian Hospital compound is andhas been a quite active hub in the life of the Westgate 

Church community. 

Westgate Church also holds a special relationship to the social and political 

and economical structure of the city of Taegu. The Westgate community is also 

immediately adjacent to the mammoth market area of downtown Taegu, in which retail, 

wholesale, and finance enterprises are located. 

The much needed new Westgate Presbyterian Church building would provide a 

symbol which would communicate many things to the community at large. It would be 

the focal point of worship and motivation for those who demonstrate their Christian 

care and concern through many media, especially the neighboring Taegu Hospital. It 

would be a place where thinking, "level-headed" and exducationally informed people 

are proud to identify themselves. A large percentage of the persons in the congregation 

are quite highly educated and find it possible in their normal routine of living to have 

many effective contacts with persons of like stature, educationally, and still greater 

stature politically and economically. 

The new Westgate Church would be a headquarters for evangelical work. The schis- 

matic church tends to claim all credit for the evangelical concern which claim is not true. 

The pro-ecumenical church is highly evangelical and continues to make its witness on 

both personal and institutional levels. Therefore, it is necessary that a church building 

be erected in order that a focal point for evangelical work is obvious to the community. 

Another aspect of evangelism which is educational in nature, is the Day School Kinder- 

garten which is a function of the Westgate Church. Thisisahighly significant contact 

with both children and adults, especially among families who are concerned over the 

educational equipment of their children. Obviously, these families will be shouldering 

a great deal of the burdens of tomorrow, and therefore, are of most strategic significance 

to the church. Christian Education proceeds on all levels: from pre-school through 

adult. 



; «The Korean Church is a disciplined Church and the Westgate congregation is especially 

so, in all educational matters. Therefore, the educational program is very large and | 

needs facilities. 

Due to the ecumenical outlook of the United Presbyterian Church, and the strategic 

importance of the Westgate congregation, the church building will prove to be a 

symbolic tie for all Christians in the community. It will be a symbol for surrounding 

churches and perpetual challenge and invitation to all Christians to cooperatively 

demonstrate their common allegiance to a common Lord. 

In 1950, when the Korean war broke out, three million war refugees came down 

from North Korea, causing increased population in South Korea to the present figure of 

twenty-six million. Industry was damaged by bombing and reconstruction is not yet 

fully complete. There is little new investment, therefore, the unemployment problem 

becomes serious and general wage-level has decreased every year due to a greater 

labor supply than demand. Ecumenical church members are by-and-large, school teachers, 

hospital workers, and clerks at various firms in the surrounding commercial area. Their 

income is very small, because their wages depend upon the general trends of the 

Korean economy. Their stewardship is responsible, but at best they can support little 

more than those who give them pastoral care. 

The proposed new building can be erected at the estimatedcost of one-hundred 

thousand dollars. This would be a sanctuary, office space and a number of rooms on the 

lower level for educational purposes. Projected for a future date is an educational 

building, a home for the pastor and housing for a custodian, at the cost of an additional 

one hundred thousand dollars. Recently, through much sacrifice, the members of the 

church gave in cash, pledges, jewlery, clothing and other commodities, approximately 

fifteen-thousand dollars toward the cost of the original structure. This is obviously only 

a beginning, but is also virtually a ceiling for financial. backing from the Westgate 

congregation. The remaining eighty-five thousand dollars, still remains to be secured. 

Presently, the projects undertaken by the Commission on Ecumenical Mission and 

Relations include the Taegu Hospital and many schools and orphanages, and the budgets 

for these must be trimmed according to the amount of the funds available. However, 

the Westgate Church presents a special need which deserves special consideration. 

Attached are letters from the Moderator of the Presbytery of which the Westgate Church 

is a part and from the Pastor of the Westgate Presbyterian Church. 

Interested persons are encouraged to contact Mr.(Sam) Bo Eun Kim c/o Bethesda 

Lutheran Hospital,Saint Paul, Minnesota, until June 16, 1963. Following that date 

communications should be addressed c/o The Reverend Mr. Roger E. Grussing, Central 

Presbyterian Church,500 Cedar Street, Saint Paul, Minnesota 



Mr. Kim, an elder of Westgate Church and Administrative Assistant to the Super- 

intendent of the Taegu Presbyterian Hospital, will complete his course of study for a 

Masters Degree in Hospital administration at the University of Minnesota in June of 

IM s6) 

It is of course the hope of the Korean Church that support from the Commission 

on Ecumenical Mission.and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

will continue to expand. It is a matter of pointed concern that the strategic situation 

of the Westgate Church be addressed as rapidly as is possible. 
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Korean Presbyterian Church 
Kyungbuk Presbytery 

Tacgu, Korea 

to whom it may concerns 

li. Sam Bo Im Kin has been in the Untied Siates 
for the study of the hospital aduinistration since Cct.1960. 
He had been the head of the administration section of the 
Dongsan Presbyterian Ilospital and will be at the same 
position after his return from the United States, 

ie is also an active Elder of Sumwoon Presbyterian 
Cinirch, Ue was born in a clreistian fanily and studicd at 
the mission school and a good standing christian fanily. 

1 sincerely recoitiend hin to any one who have 
intercst in to denate amy anount of money that Ir. Kin is 
raising for his cinch, Swioon Presbyterian Church. the 
church is necded your help very badly. Any assistant will 
be greatly appreciated, 

Sincerely yours, 

Arathi on 
Sam Bo Eun Kim Rev, Hoo Sik 

Bethesda Lutheran Hospital lioderator 
St. Paul 1, Minnesota Lyungius Presbytery 
( 227-8611 Ext. 233 ) Presbyterian Church in Korea 

Apartment: Sumoon Presbyterian Church = West Gate PresbyterianChurch 

523 Capitol Blvd. 
St. Paul 3, Minnesota 
( CA 6-7025 ) 

> 
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